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To Work
 The Way

D e a r  C o m m u t e r,

Associated with the Middlesex County Improvement Authority.

The frosty weather of winter is upon us, so

grab a hot cup of java and enjoy reading The

Way to Work, KMM’s newsletter devoted to

transportation options for area commuters.

This time, for our cover story, we answer some

of your frequently asked questions about

KMM and its programs.

Frequently Asked

Questions About KMM
What is KMM, and what is a TMA?

KMM is a non-profit Transportation

Management Association (TMA). A TMA works

with the New Jersey Department of Transpor-

tation and NJ TRANSIT, businesses, municipali-

ties and developers to promote transporta-

tion options that help keep traffic moving.

KMM’s jurisdiction is Middlesex and

Monmouth Counties. The rest of the state is

covered by 7 other TMAs, each of which works

within a designated region to reduce traffic

congestion through a number of initiatives. A

list of TMAs can be found at

www.driveless.com.

What is KMM’s primary purpose?

KMM works directly with the general

public, area employers, county officials, and

municipalities on traffic-reducing alternatives.

We promote ridesharing for commuters (the

use of carpools, vanpools and mass transit), as

well as pedestrian and bicycle safety

initiatives. KMM’s services are geared toward

enhancing the quality of life in busy central

New Jersey by decreasing traffic congestion,

thereby improving air quality and road

conditions.

How is KMM funded?

KMM’s forward-thinking efforts and

programs are made possible thanks to

funding from the NJ Department of Transpor-

tation, the Federal Highway Administration,

NJ TRANSIT and Middlesex County, as well as

financial support from our members,

comprised of area businesses and municipali-

ties. KMM works closely with its partners on

programs that keep traffic flowing – moving

transportation ideas and initiatives into the

future.

How can KMM help improve my commute?

KMM maintains a free rideshare matching

network, providing a resource for commuters

to find carpools and vanpools, so they can

leave the days of driving solo in the past.

KMM utilizes innovative software called

Ridepro to match commuters based on

location, times, and vehicle availability.

KMM also distributes free bus, train, and

ferry schedules for routes serving Middlesex

and Monmouth Counties, and helps commut-

ers plan their routes to work. Free transit

information is just a phone call or email away.

Continued on next page.
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How can KMM help my company?

KMM assists employers in implementing

commute options and transportation

solutions for employees. Having KMM visit

your workplace is a great way to let employ-

ees know you care about commuting issues

that affect work productivity and job

satisfaction.

KMM is frequently called upon to help

form carpools and vanpools for employees, or

help Human Resources set up options such as

pre-tax transit benefits, Cash Out Parking,

Telecommuting, Compressed Work Week, or

commuter shuttles. KMM also provides free

onsite Commute Options Fairs. These

lunchtime information fairs provide employ-

ees with carpool and vanpool options, transit

schedules, maps, Emergency Ride Home

information, bike maps, and more.

If an employer has a special situation that

needs attention, such as an impending

relocation to a new worksite, KMM can lend

expert assistance in easing the transition for

commuters.

How can KMM help my town?

KMM works directly with municipalities to

assess the need for traffic calming, to

administer residential surveys about

commuting habits, to market new transporta-

tion options, and to implement innovative

programs that improve mobility. KMM also

distributes free transit information, bicycle

and pedestrian safety guides to community

centers.

Many municipalities have been assisted by

KMM’s programs. In 2002, KMM brought the

980 Bus Links New Brunswick Rail
Station to Piscataway

If you work in Piscataway, there may be a better

option for your commute than driving alone. Hop

on the 980 bus in New Brunswick at one of several

convenient morning times, and let the reliable

folks at NJ TRANSIT do the rest. The NJ TRANSIT 980

bus travels between downtown New Brunswick

and corporate areas in Piscataway during morning

and evening rush hours – providing a convenient

linkage to train service along the Northeast

Corridor train line.

With a convenient schedule for train riders, the

980 makes taking public transit to Piscataway an

easy, worry free option. The 980 has been provid-

ing steady service to Piscataway commuters for

several years, but there’s still plenty of room for

more riders on this popular route.

The 980 picks up in New Brunswick at the

corner of Somerset & George Streets, and travels

to Piscataway, where it serves major employment

sites along River Road, Centennial Avenue,

Knightsbridge Road, Old New Brunswick Road, and

Corporate Place South. The 980 also makes a stop

at the Piscataway Municipal Complex.

Do you have any questions about the shuttle?

Would you like a free schedule?  Call KMM at

(732) 745-4368.

KMM.org – Your Online Home for Commute Options!

Crosswalk Flag Program to Middlesex County,

promoting pedestrian safety at busy

intersections in towns throughout the county.

KMM also recently assisted both Edison and

Metuchen with marketing their new com-

muter shuttles to residents, boosting

ridership on these vehicles.

What is Emergency Ride Home?

Emergency Ride Home is a new incentive

program from KMM that is designed to make

it easier for commuters to share the ride to

work. The program entitles anyone who

commutes by carpool, vanpool, or mass

transit to three FREE rides home per year in

times of emergency. The program is a safety

net that makes ridesharing a possibility for

many commuters.

The program is available to anyone who

works in Middlesex or Monmouth County and

gets to work by ridesharing, at least once a

week. The commuter needs to register in

KMM’s ridesharing network to qualify for this

program.

The Emergency Ride Home program is

something that employers can easily

promote to employees, with the help of KMM.

KMM can provide free brochures or meet

with Human Resources to discuss marketing

this commuter benefit.

Where can I find more information about

KMM and its services?

Call us with any questions at

(732) 745-4465, request a free KMM Annual

Report, or visit us online at www.kmm.org.

Visit our website at www.kmm.org for

helpful information right at your fingertips.

● New!  Visit our Commuter Central page for

transportation options and links.

● New!  Use our Rideshare Cost Savings

Calculator to determine how much money

you can save by sharing the ride.

● New!  Click on convenient links for official

Park & Ride locations in New Jersey.

● Find a carpool by registering for our free

Rideshare network.

● Join a vanpool, or form your own group.

● Read about our Emergency Ride Home

program.
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Ride the 980 shuttle and qualify for a

free Emergency Ride Home!

KMM’s Emergency Ride Home program is

open to those who travel by carpool, vanpool,

bus or train, once a week or more. Contact

KMM to register for this free benefit and get

up to 3 rides home a year in case of emer-

gency. For program rules and registration

information, call KMM at (732) 745-4368 or

email eprevite@kmm.org.

● Find bus, train, and ferry information for

your commute, or order one of our handy

County Transit Guides (Middlesex or

Monmouth).

Check back with www.kmm.org often, and

keep on top of exciting news from KMM!
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Traffic Improvements on the Horizon
Route 27 and Wood Avenue Intersection:  Edison and
Woodbridge Townships

A major traffic improvement is being planned for this heavily congested

interchange. The design will include a new exit ramp on Route 27 merging

into an overpass above Wood Avenue. This will separate through-traffic on

Route 27 from drivers exiting at Wood Avenue, and will enhance pedestrian

and bicycle safety.

The plan also includes a widening of Route 27 and Wood Avenue to

accommodate two lanes in each direction and a new signal to manage traffic

flow. In addition, shoulders will be installed to enhance bicycle compatibility

and vehicular safety.

During construction, the contractor will maintain existing intersection

capacity at all times during the morning and evening commutes. The use of

a temporary construction barrier will be employed during some phases of

work for safety purposes, but will not reduce the available lanes during use.

The preliminary design phase of the project begins in Spring 2004, and

construction is poised to begin in 2006, lasting 2-3 years.

Route 287, Easton Avenue and River Road
In an effort to decrease congestion on the Route 287 interchanges at

Easton Avenue and River Road, Middlesex and Somerset County leaders

along with the Townships of Franklin and Piscataway have joined forces with

residents, business leaders and the New Jersey Department of Transporta-

tion. The result of this alliance is a package of short- and long-term improve-

ments that will help reduce traffic and enhance safety.

New Jersey Transportation Fast Facts

The initiative calls for short-term improvements like adding

signage and improving traveler information systems, as well as

eliminating the U-Turn on Easton Avenue. Separate long-term

improvements will widen Easton Avenue North at Davidson Avenue

and provide two left-turn lanes on Easton Avenue. The result of this

design layout means improved traffic flow into and out of I-287.  The

project will also enhance pedestrian and bicycle safety.

Currently, the project organizers are seeking to carry the short-

term projects through NJDOT’s final design process and secure

funding.

KMM will keep the public informed on ongoing activities

pertaining to both of the above projects. During construction,

KMM’s website, www.kmm.org, will feature construction updates

and traffic reports. If you are interested in receiving these

updates via email,

please join KMM’s

Emergency Traffic

Network by contacting

Sean Meehan at

(732) 745-5903 or

smeehan@kmm.org.
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There are 5.7 million licensed drivers in NJ, with 7.2. million regis-

tered vehicles in the state.

In a census of NJ workers 16 years and older:

73% drive alone

10.6% carpool

9.6% take public transportation

3.4% bike or walk

2.7% work at home

.7% travel by motorcycle

Average travel time to work in NJ:

Less than 10 minutes: 11.8%

10 to 19 minutes:  26.3%

20 to 44 minutes: 38.9%

45 or more minutes: 22.9%

In a national ranking of commuting time by state, New Jersey ranks

#3. The longest commutes occur in New York state, with Maryland

falling in second place. The state with the shortest commute is North

Dakota.

NJ TRANSIT is the nation’s largest statewide public transportation

system, providing bus, rail, and light rail services. The system

accommodates over 752,000 daily trips on 236 bus routes, 12

commuter rail lines and 2 light rail lines.

Annually, NJ TRANSIT provides 222.7 million passenger trips.

KMM’S “DINNER AND A
MOVIE” Contest
Win a Fun Date For Two!

We at KMM would like to hear from you, the

commuters, about your daily drive to work. If

you’re a solo driver, tell us how your commute

affects your day. Does road congestion ruin your

mood? Do you wish there was an alternate way

to work?  If you carpool, vanpool, or take mass

transit, tell us about your experiences with

ridesharing.

We’ll publish one commuter’s story in the next edition of The Way

to Work. If your story is chosen, you’ll win a gift certificate for dinner

at Chili’s Restaurant and 2 tickets to Loews Theater!

Mail your story to the following address (or email to

eprevite@kmm.org) before Friday, February 27, 2004:

Attn: Commuter Story

Keep Middlesex Moving, Inc.

100 Bayard Street, 2nd Floor

New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Make sure to include your

name and contact information.

Thanks for participating and good

luck!



The Way to Work
c/o Keep Middlesex Moving, Inc.
100 Bayard Street, 2nd Floor
New Brunswick, NJ  08901

Join the Emergency Traffic Network for

Up-to-the-Minute Road Conditions!
KMM has established the Emergency Traffic Network to give you

breaking news on emergency road conditions in Middlesex County during
normal business hours. If an emergency develops, we will email you a short
description of the situation, including the date, time, location, estimated
duration and a contact name and number. This free service will help you
make informed decisions and select alternate routes when traveling to or
from work. To register, fill out the form below and fax it to KMM  at
(732) 745-7482.

Schedule a “Commute Options” Fair

for your Worksite!
One of the many services KMM provides is an onsite Commute

Options Fair at work sites throughout Middlesex and Monmouth
Counties. These informative lunchtime fairs, hosted by KMM staff,
feature an information booth in or near an employee lunchroom or
another central area. Those who stop by the booth can find mass transit
schedules, carpool and vanpool information, and an overview of KMM’s
services. In addition, commuters may register in person for KMM’s
rideshare network and receive a free carpool or vanpool match.

To request more information or schedule a Commute Options Fair,
contact Elyse Previte at (732) 745-4368 or eprevite@kmm.org. We look
forward to assisting you!

Rideshare Application Form
If you or someone you know is interested in joining the Rideshare

commuter network, please fill out the attached form and either fax or
mail it back to us.  If you are a current member and would like to update

your information, please do so on the attached form.
KMM, 100 Bayard Street, 2nd Floor, New Brunswick, NJ 08901

Fax: 732-745-7482

Please check one:
___ This is new information        ___ This is an updated application

Name: ...................................................................................................................

Home Phone:  (           ) ....................................................................................

Primary Email: ...................................................................................................

Home Address: .................................................................................................

Apt. No.: ...............................................................................................................

City: .......................................................................................................................

State: ....................................................................................................................

Zip: ........................................................................................................................
County: ................................................................................................................

Mailing Address (if different): .....................................................................

Employer: ...........................................................................................................

Work Phone:  (          ) .......................................................................................

Street Address: .................................................................................................

City: .......................................................................................................................

State: ....................................................................................................................

Zip: ........................................................................................................................
County: ................................................................................................................

I usually arrive at work: _____ AM _____ PM

I usually leave work: _____ AM _____ PM

My work hours are:  _____ Flex _____ Not flex

Work days: _____ Mon. – Fri.    _____ Other

I would be willing to:

____ carpool ____ as a passenger ____ driver

____ vanpool ____ as a passenger ____ driver

Auto available?  ____ yes ____ no

EMERGENCY TRAFFIC NETWORK

  Name: ________________________________________________

  Phone: _______________________________________________

  Company Name: _______________________________________

  Company Address: _____________________________________

______________________________________________________

  EMAIL: _______________________________________________


